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CUT-PRICE POST FOR 
POPLAR 


The post of Borough Librarian, Poplar became vacant early this year on the retirement of 
Mr. A. E. Pitt. The vacancy was advertised at the end of March ata salary scale of £1,110— 
£1,320 per annum. The Secretary of the Library Association protested strongly against 
the salary scale offered, on the grounds that (i) it was not in accordance with either the 
A.P.T. Scales of the Lettered Grades of the J.N.C. for Chief Officers, (ii) it was a scale 
entirely inappropriate to the duties and responsibilities of a Metropolitan Borough 
Librarian serving a population of 68,000. (The average grading of Metropolitan Borough 
Librarians in the population group $0,000 to 75,000 is Grade C of the J.N.C. scales). 
The employing authority were requested to reconsider the salary scale with a view to 
the post being graded not less than Grade C of the J.N.C. scales and that the post should 


be subject to the conditions of service of that negotiating committee. 
) g g 


A notice was inserted in a subsequent issue of the 
Times Literary Supplement inviting intending candi- 
dates to communicate with the Secretary and those 
who did were advised not to apply for the post until 
the Association’s representations had been considered 
by the employing authority and a satisfactory de- 
cision reached. 

Similar action was taken by the $.M.C.C.L. at the 
same time. 

Shortly afterwards a circular letter from the 
General Secretary of NALGO was received by the 
Secretary stating that NALGO’s District Organiza- 
tion Officer was making representations to the Poplar 
Borough Council that the scale to be applied for the 
post shall be a recognized scale of the J.N.C. for 
Chief Officers and that consequently the currént 
advertisement should be withdrawn. This letter also 
asked the Secretary to brin;; these facts to the notice 
of members who might be interested in the appoint- 
ment. 

On the 17th April, the Town Clerk of Poplar 
replied to the Secretary’s letter stating that the ap- 
propriate committee of his Council had deferred 
consideration of the matter of filling the vacant 
appointment of Borough Librarian. On the 22nd 


July a further letter from the Town Clerk stated that 
the Committee had now decided to consider fillin 
the vacancy from the staff within the Council's 
existing establishment and that all applicants for the 
post had been informed accordingly. 

On the Agenda for the Poplar Borough Council’s 
meeting for the 6th October there appeared the 
following report: 

“We have reviewed the arrangements for the ad- 
ministration and control of this (libraries) department 
of the Council’s service having regard to the vacancy 
in the office of Borough Librarian. The Council’s 
public libraries at present comprise ... and we have 
made certain suggestions as to the re-organization of 
the service, as and when the opportunity occurs, with 
the object of developing the system in accordance with 
modern trends. 

With regard to the vacant post of Borough Libra- 
rian, in view of the Council’s policy regarding 
the administration of the Libraries Department, we 
propose to delete that post from the establishment 
and to substitute therefor the post of Chief 
Librarian at a salary appropriate to Grade IV of 
the National Scheme . . . for A.P.T. & C. Services, 
at present £1,025— £1,175, plus ‘London Weight- 
ing’. The officer appointed to this new post would be 





the senior officer of the libraries department and 
would be responsible for the day-t»-day super- 
vision and management of the library service. 
We therefore suggest that the post of Chief Librarian 
be offered to Mr. R. N. Thomas (the officer now hold- 
ing the appointment of Deputy Borough Librarian) 
who has indicated that he would be prepared to 
accept such appointment; and that the post of 
Deputy Borough Librarian which would there- 
upon become vacant be deleted from the estab- 
lishment and the post of Senior Librarian-in- 
charge, A.P.T. II . . . created. In the event of the 
Council adopting our recommendations hereon appli- 
cations for the last named post will be invited by in- 
ternal advertisement.” 

This report was accepted and adopted by the Borough 
Council and it has since been confirmed that Mr. 
Thomas has been appointed to the new post of Chief 
Librarian. 

As soon as this information became known the 
Secretary again wrote to the Town Clerk protesting 
strongly on behalf of the Association against the 
lecision to delete the posts of Borough and Deputy 
Borough Librarian and to’ substitute in their place 
posts of inferior status and responsibility and, in the 
case of the new post of Chief Librarian, inferior re- 
muneration. He stated that this action is contrary to 
the best interests of the Poplar library service and is 
diametrically opposed to the modern trend of de- 
veloping a satisfactory Metropolitan borough library 
system. He also stated that the Council of the As- 
sociation took a most serious view of the matter and 
that as the Poplar Council is an Institutional member, 
he was instructed to request that a deputation be 
received at an carly date. 

In his reply the Town Clerk stated that so far as the 
ation of the chief officer of the department is 
Council decided that the title of Chief 
Librarian was more appropriate to that position and 
that it wa i that this is the customary style for 
the principal officer in a municipal library service in 
these days. In determining the new grade, the Council 
had had regard to the whole of the circumstances 
affecting the service as at present operating, but at the 
sam they formulated new ideas through which 

rere ild be opportunities to develop towards the 
we modern library system envisaged by the report 
adopted. Consequently they were satisfied 
decision reflected a reasonable appraisal of the 
itvation at this stage. In the circumstances his Council 
directed him to thank the Secretary for his com- 
ation, but to say that they did not feel that any 

} purpose would be served by receiving a deputa- 
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concerned, his 
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is understood that the $.M.C.C.L. also asked the 
employing authority to receive a deputation and that 
their offer was similarly declined. As we go to press 
the case is being pursued strongly with the Poplar 
Ceuncil and may be referred to arbitration for settle- 
ment. 





ON FILM? BY AIR? 
Publications Committee gave a favourable reception 
to two proposals affecting the Record. The first was 
from University Microfilms Ltd., who invited the 
L.A. to allow them to make its journal available on 
microfilm, beginning with the 1958 volume. Only 
whole volumes would be sold on microfilm, and the 
Association would benefit from royalties on the 
sales. This proposal was agreed to in principle and 
will be gone into further at the next Committee. 

The second innovation was contained in an appeal 
by an Australian librarian for an edition of the Record 
on airmail paper (4 la The Times). Expensive though 
this would necessarily be the Committee did not 
reject the idea out of hand, but decided to go into 
the cost of an airmail edition. 


L.A. SUBJECT LISTS 

The present commitment to publish one subject list 
a month has been found difficult to meet; in fact 
had the Publications Committee insisted on con- 
tinuing the one-a-month policy the present editor, 
Mr. H. Smith, would undoubtedly have resigned 
forthwith. It was decided to abandon a definite 
frequency of publication in favour of publishing a 
list as often as possible, this being left to the editor’s 
discretion. 

In future these lists will not be issued on subscrip- 
tion, but purchasers will be invoiced at the end of 
each year. The cost of having the lists printed is 
being investigated. 


UNDER FIRE 

Three of the L.A.’s regional booklists came under 
heavy fire at Publications Committee; so much so 
that the temper of the mecting seemed to favour 
putting them in the fire. “Fantastic’’—“Incredibly 
slipshod”—“Not a page without a mistake”— 
“Nobody has ever seen such a thing”—these were 
some of the reactions to the Scottish list, just pub- 
lished; and the Dorset and London lists were found 
deserving of only slightly less criticism. Members 
were much concerned that the L.A.’s imprint should 
have been carried on such bad examples of the very 
type of publication which the Association could 
justifiably be expected to do well. 

Virtually the whole blame appeared to rest with 
the typing agency, whose work had previously been 
completely reliable and satisfactory. The Committee 
accepted their offer to re-stencil all three lists and 
make a fresh distribution to subscribers without 
charge. 





It was pointed out at the Publications Committee 
that all stocks of the Students Manual of Bibliography 
are now held by the publishers, Allen & Unwin. No 
copies are held at Chaucer House and the cost to 
members is the full net price. 
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EXAMINER—OR ‘CHAR’? 


Before the Education Sub-Committee was a resolution from one of the panels of L.A. 
examiners, requesting a review of the current scale of fees payable to examiners. The 
feeling expressed in this request, that examiners’ fees were now out of proper relation 
to the current valuation for payment of similar work, caught the sympathy of the 
Committee. One member aptly pointed to the fact that today a domestic help eagaged 
“to do the rough” could expect to get 3s. 6d. an hour, while an L.A. examiner (whose 
work, on a quantity-per-hour basis alone, can be more accurately assessed than a char- 
lady’s!) is paid at a rate of about 2s. 3d. for the same period. 


The Committee were inclined to take the view 
that this request was evidence that at least some 
examiners were working under a reasonable sense 
of grievance; that this was bad for both parties to 
the examination system, and that some improvement 
should be sought. However, it was thought that 
when it came to a matter of hard cash any increase 
in examiners’ fees which might ultimately be 
approved ought to be substantially met by an increase 
in candidates’ entry fees for the L.A. examinations. 
Meantime, the Committee has called for a report to 
be prepared, for consideration at its November 
meeting, on the question of payment to assessors and 
examiners, 





Libraries in Flats 

Plans have been approved for incorporating libraries 
in two blocks of flats which are to be erected in 
Wandsworth shortly. One library will be on the 
ground floor of a block of flats on the L.C.C.’s new 
estate at Roehampton, and will ultimately expect to 
serve a population of about 30,000. Although the 
premises are being provided by the L.C.C., Wands- 
worth are responsible for its interior layout and for 
designing and providing the furniture. With a floor 
area getting on for 6,000 square feet it will become 
one of the deat libraries in Wandsworth. 

The second library is entirely a Wandsworth pro- 
ject and will be incorporated in a block of flats which 
the Council is putting up in Allfarthing Lane. An 
interesting feature of this plan is that although the 
library area is integral with the flats at ground level, 
it will, in fact, stand forward of them and thus pre- 
serve its own identity. Construction in both cases is 
expected to begin early in 1959. 

A similar hace is announced for the L.C.C.’s 
St. Martin’s Estate at Upper Tulse Hill. Lambeth 
will be the authority responsible for the planning and 
provision of an adult and junior library in what is 
acknowledged to be one of the worst served areas for 
libraries in the borough. 

Swansea, however, have turned down a sug- 
gestion for incorporating libraries in blocks of flats 
they are building, in favour of reliance on mobile 
library services. 
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B. OLIPH SMITH MEMORIAL 
FUND 


Past and present members of the staff of the West 
Riding County Library have subscribed {91 for a 
memorial to the late County Librarian, Mr. B. 
Oliph Smith. Part of the money has been given to 
his widow with a request that it be used by her to 
buy something in memory of her husband; her 
choice has been a picture from one of the London 
galleries. The remainder of the fund has been in- 
vested to bring in an annual income which will be 
used to provide two prizes each year at the Leeds 
School of Librarianship, in which Mr. Smith was 
keenly interested and for which he did much work. 
The prizes will be awarded for the best examination 
result and the best year’s work in Organization and 
Administration at either registration or final level. 
This section of the syllabus was selected because Mr. 
Smith was most interested in it. It is hoped that the 
first awards will be made in March, 1959, for results 
in the school year ending in July, 1058. 





The Osborne Collection 


In its August issue Liaison featured the work 
of Edgar Osborne and in particular the 
magnificent collection of children’s books 


which he presented to Toronto Public 
Libraries. The remaining condition of the 
gift has now been fulfilled. The catalogue 
which had been promised has been pre- 
pared by Judith St. John, the librarian in 
charge of the collection 

It will be published in December by the University 
of Toronto Press. There are over 5,000 items cata- 
logued and the work runs to 586 pages with illustra- 
tions and index. 

If ordered before December 1st the price is 
$10 instead of the post publication price whi 
will be $15. 





CHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY 
APPOINTMENT OF LENDING LIBRARIAN 


In the T.L.S. for 8th August, applications were invited from Chartered Librarians for 
this post at a salary in accordance with A.P.T. J (£/575- £725 p.a.) commencing at the 
fourth step (£665 p.a.). As the number of full-time staff to be supervised in the department 
was six the Secretary made strong representations to the employing authority, drawing 
attention to the N,J.C. decision w vhe sreby A.P.T. I is the agreed grade for supervision of 
a staff of three other officers, and that accordingly a salary grade of not less than A.P.T. 


Il ( £725- £845 p.a.) 


following week inviting 


was considered appropriate. A notice was inserted in the T.L.S. the 
intending candidates to communicate with the Secretary. 


N.A.L.G.O. were informed of the action taken and requested to support it. 


On 7th October the Town Clerk informed the 
Secretary that on the instruction of his Council he 
had consulted the Employers’ Secretary of the N.W. 
Provincial Council who was unable to agree with the 
Association’s argument for a higher grading. He 
asserted that there has at no time been a decision on 
the grading of posts (other than the “A.P.T. I award”) 
beyond the terms of Paragraph 21(8) (xv) (¢) of the 
N.J.C. Scheme which provides that the grading of 
posts beyond the level of Librarian-in-Charge is left 
to the employing authority, due regard to be paid to 
the duties and responsibilities of the post to the stan- 
dard recommended in the of Librarian-in- 
Charge. The Town Clerk agreed with this and said 
he felt sure that the Secretary ot the L.A. would not 
contend that if a person supervises more than three 
other whole-time officers it necessarily follows as a 
matter of course that he must be graded above A.P.T. 
1. He concluded by saying that the matter would be 
further considered by the Finance Committee the 
following week and that he would place before them 
any further observations the Secretary may have. 

The Secretary, in his reply, contended most 
strongly that as the yardstick of responsibility chosen 
in 19$1 was staff si a Librarian-in-Charge 
of twice the number for which A.P.T. I was the 
ide, should be graded higher than A.P.T. I. 
-d this contention by enclosing details of 
o posts throughout England and Wales 
where the employing authority has exercised its dis- 
cretion and graded posts where the number of staff 
controlled is more than three but not more than six, 
at a level higher than A.P.T. 1. On 14th October, the 
lown Clerk replied that the Finance Committee had 
met that day and considered the Secretary’s letter. 
They did not accept the argument put forward but, 
at their discretion, decided in the particular circum- 
stances of the post to agree to upgrade it to A.P.T. I, 
subject to the approval of the City Council. The 
Committee deplored the Association’s actions in 
black-listing the post before there had been any 
negotiations or representations to the employers 


case 


ipery ision, 


agreed gr 
He mapp rte 


about the grading. On 21st October, the Chief 
Organization Officer of Nalgo informed the 
Secretary that the District Organization Officer for 
the N.W. District had asked to meet the Finance 
Committee. He was informed by the Town Clerk of 
the Finance Committee’s decision of the 14th Octo- 
ber. At its meeting on 22nd October, the City 
Council approved the Finance Committee’s decision 
and the post was re-advertised in the T.L.S. on 24th 
O&tober, at a salary in accordance with A.P.T. Il. 


OUTSTANDING 


Nineteen-year-old = Margaret 
Anderson, of Stirling County 
Library, has won for herself a 
distinction of which she may be 
justly proud, but which will 
also give pleasure to the Asso- 
ciation as a whole. 
As a student at the Glasgow 
College of Commerce recently 
_ Miss Anderson passed the Regi- 
stration examination with con- 
siderable success. But as well she 
was judged by the Board of 
Studies to have been, out of 
the whole College, including 
under-graduates, the best exami- 
nation candidate of the year. 
Miss Anderson is receiving 
a letter of congratulation from 
the President, on behalf of the 
Library Association Council. 
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BRIEFLY 


Sir Thomas Kendrick, Director and Principal 
Librarian of the British Museum since 1950, has been 
granted permission by the Queen to resign his 
appointment with effect from January 31, 1959. 


Trowbridge (Wilts.) brought into service at the 
beginning of this month a second mobile library, 
based at Marlborough. The vehicle is i 5 08 
with a wash basin and hot water for the staff and was 
described as “probably the most modern in the West 
of England”: whether this is because of the basin or 
the hot water was not said. 


The official reply to a letter published in a northern 
daily notes that it is “established policy” of West 
Hartlepool library to obliterate the racing sections 
of the newspapers they display. 


The Library of Congress, which is supported by 
congressional appropriation, amounting to $1-°7 
million last year, earned $1 -6 million during the year 
mainly by the sale of its catalogue cards; more than 
28 million of these were bought by other libraries 
all over the world. 


More than £7,000—the cost of a new branch library 
building—has been taken in fines in County 
Durham during the past year; and nearly six million 
books were issued. On the debit side the service lost 
ten qualified librarians—most of them went to 
technical college or industrial libraries. 


Broadstairs. Despite a public protest last November 
that the Council could not run the library service as 
efficiently as is being done by Kent County, the 
Broadstairs Council have decided to reconsider the 
matter after che presentation of the Roberts Report. 


Fifty-thousand copies have already been sold of the 
first issue of a novel French publishing venture, 
Sonorama, a “magazine in a ", This is a loosely 
bound booklet containing, besides some letterpress 
and pictures, six long-playing discs which can be 
played on a gramophone without having to be re- 
moved from the “magazine”. Sonorama sells at 
about 8s. 6d. a copy, or about £5 for a year’s sub- 
scription. The first issue does well for current history, 
with recordings of de Gaulle, General Massu, M. 
Coty, and others. On the arts side is a recording from 
a recent Jean Louis-Barrault production and (in- 
evitably) the voice of la belle Bardot. 
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£182 will be the eventual cost of the 34 volumes 
which will record the proceedings of the U.N. 
second international conference on the peaceful 
uses of atomic energy, which met in Geneva in 
September. The last volume is expected by June, 
1959. Altogether this monumental work will con- 
tain 2,135 scientific papers running to 39,000 manu- 
script pages with 15,000 illustrations, and represents 
one of ‘ae largest single publishing ventures ever 
undertaken. 


Children at Corby, Walsall, and Isli who 
wish to study or to do their homework in com- 
parative peace, away from such distractions as tele- 
vision, may use the quiet rooms provided at their 
public libraries. Children who are helpers at Luton 
Junior now produce their own magazine, “The 
Shelvers News Sheet”, with official encouragement 
and facilities. ; 


Whodunit? A correspondent in a Newcastle paper 
is enraged by the habit of some public library readers 
who give the game away by writing on the flyleaves 
of murder stories the name of the guilty party. 


Mr. E. V. Corbett (Wandsworth) has been ap- 
pointed Advisor to the newly-created Libraries Com- 
mittee of the Association of Municipal Corporations. 


Among the beneficiaries of the latest Gulbenkian grants 
is the Pepys Library, at Magdalene College, Cam- 
bridge, which has been granted £'5,500 for preparing 
and publishing a catalogue of the library. Tso 


has been granted towards the cost of ‘publishin, 
the fourth volume of Prof. K. A. C. Cresswell’s 
history of Muslim architecture. And to the London 
Library has been given £3,000 to help the neediest 
scholars and writers to meet the increased subscrip- 
tions (see September Liaison). 


Prisoners Use Public Library . . . 

Prisoners nearing the end of their sentences at Worm- 
wood Scrubs are to be allowed to use Wormholt 
publiclibrary, Shepherd’s Bush, as part of a rehabilita- 
tion scheme. They will wear civilian dress and will 


be unescorted. 


... and Public Library Uses Prison 

Armagh County Library (N. Ireland) has taken 
refuge in the local gaol—this is apparently only a 
temporary arrangement while its own premises are 
being rebuilt. 








LIGHT FINGERS IN THE 
LIBRARY 


The open access library is fair game to the petty 
thieving of books, and when all reasonable safe- 
guards have been imposed there will still be— 
inevitably it would seem—a small percentage of 
loss which, in the greater number of cases, it would 
simply be uneconomic to attempt to prevent. But 
a recent flutter of publicity to this particular fact of 
life shows that it is not accepted by the profession 
with equanimity, any more than it can be merely 
ignored. 

There was the astonishing case recently of an 
Edinburgh M.A. who pleaded guilty to stealing 
from a number of libraries 2,557 books, valued 
conservatively at £3,000. This inspired a writer 
on the Liverpool Post to enquire into losses at 
Liverpool's City Libraries. He was told that in 
1957 losses were ten thousand, or 30 a day. The 
Edinburgh case also prompted Mr. L. White 
(Wallasey) to suggest that if greater publicity were 
given to these thefts “there would be a shake-up”. 
Mr. White suggests that, through Liaison, the L.A. 
nvite reports from other librarians on the extent of 
their losses through petty theft. The Editors will be 
nterested to receive reports. 

A story somewhat comparable to that from 
Edinburgh concerned a “lonely bachelor’ who made 

avy inroads into the gramophone records library 
t Leeds, stealing nearly 200 long-playing records, 
£'380, before he faced the magistrates. 
that the accused had won the 


. 4 
Vaiued at 
It was said in Court 
rar yssistants’ confidence to such an extent that 
he had even lent them records. 
© j 7 1 
Thornaby reported recently that a total of 309 
books were missing from stock, but claimed this to 
national average’’—which may 
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yware that sucl 
Librarian is re 
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tickets issued ¢ each 


mmending that the number of 
borrower be increased in the 
officially recorded borrowing. 
, like the camera, even official records can 
lic. So at Bristol, for example, they do not hand over 
new readers direct—the tickets are sent 
gh the post to the address given by the reader 


hope of encouraging 


However 


tickets to 
throu 
on the application. In this simple way a false address 
should be revealed by the Post Office returning the 
envelope undelivered. 

Luton’s losses are reportedly 1,000 books every 
year, and they have dealt with this in characteristic 
fashion. After the employment of a private detective 
had led to the arrest of neither the losses nor the cul- 
prits (the detective confessed himself “baffled”, 
finding that conditions in a busy library made detec- 
tion almost impossible), a “forgive and forget” week 


NEW LIBRARY GROUP 


Theinaugural meeting of the North-Western Classifi- 
cation Discussion Group was held in the School of 
Librarianship, Manchester College of Science and 
Technology, on 23rd October. The meeting was 
addressed by Mr. J. L. Ingham on outstanding prob- 
lems in modern classification. Members of the Group 
are asked to note that Dr. S. R. a is 
visiting the School on 2nd December and will speak 
on the Future of Library Classification in the Rey- 
nolds Hall in the College at an evening meeting 
(7 p.m.). which will be open to all who are interested 
in the subject. 

Librarians in the North West will be interested to know 
of a course of eight lectures on the Presentation of Technical 
Information that is to be held in the Manchester College of 
Science and Technology commencing on 17th February, 
1959. Application forms may be obtained from the 
Registrar, The Manchester College of Science and Tech- 
nology, Manchester 1. 


was held during October. A “conscience box’ was 
placed in an inconspicuous corner to receive the 
unofficial returns. Said Mr Gardner: “No questions 
will be asked. Anybody who returns a book need have 
no fear of prosecution.” Liaison went to the printers 
as Lutongs amnesty began its second, and final, week 
but the first week attracted the return of only 40 
books, “and a very odd assortment they were”. 

Even less encouraging was the response to a similar 
effort by Bridlington. A Forgiveness Week held 
there at the end of September recovered the dis- 
appointing total of 15 books, “out of several thousand 
stolen in the past few years”. An Amnesty Week 
(“No questions, no recriminations”’) put on at Upper 
Norwood in October, in conjunction with a change- 
over to token charging, was considered to have been 
a reasonable success. Something like a half of the 
loans outstanding under the former Browne charging 
system were returned; and it is believed that with 
better-timed publicity the response would have been 
greater. Newbury (Berks.) were also in the fashion 
with a No Fines Week and a conscience box in the 
entrance hall: 70 “strays” were coaxed back into 
circulation by this little enterprise. 

And not entirely unrelated to this topic is the re- 
port that Hampstead have engaged a retired police 
officer “to use every possible and reasonable method 
to recover overdue books where correspondence has 
failed’’. 

Losses, by one cause or another, -can usually be 
shown to be statistically insignificant; but, regret- 
tably, proving that much neither prevents nor re- 
places the losses. So if anyone believes they have a 
really effective improvement to offer on the modest 
efforts reported here, the Editors will be delighted to 
give it the front page. 
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NALGO ATTACKS GOVERNMENT DECISION TO 
END INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES TRIBUNAL 


Nalgo Secretary, Mr. C. W. Anderson, said recently that his Association considered that 
the recent decision by the Government to end the Industrial Disputes Tribunal without 
the substitution of any alternative to be a retrograde step. Unions like Nalgo would be at a 
serious disadvantage, particularly if by their constitution they were not committed to 
any form of “strike” action, and made resort to compulsory arbitration which had been 
and was the “major defence against injustice’. 

Nalgo had always accepted decisions made by the Tribunal, whose very existence had prevented a greater 
number of disputes than had occurred. Mr. Anderson believed that this decision “is bound to damage 


industrial relations and especially to hamper trade unions like ourselves”’. 
It was hoped that the matter could be raised in Parliament and officials of Nalgo have been meeting 
M.P.’s, discussing ways in which this might be done. Other unions are being asked to join in protest, 





DEVELOPMENTS AT MANCHESTER 


A three-stage reorganization scheme costing £44,000 has been approved for Manchester’s 
Central Library, and work on the first stage, which will cost £'24,000, has been started. 
‘This’, said Mr Colley, “will give us the finest technical library in the country, as well 
as newly-furnished Central Lending and Commercial Libraries. Chain-store techniques 
are to be used to streamline our efficiency.” The lending library will provide books of 
general interest together with special subject sections. For this purpose some stock which 
previously has been for reference only will be transferred and become available for 
borrowing. 

The first stage, which it is hoped to 
complete early next year, will involve 
shifting the lending library from the first 





THAI WEEK 


Discussion on mounting a National 


to the ground floor, alongside the com- 
mercial library. The technical library will 
be moved up to the first floor to adjoin: the 
periodical section and a new bibliographical 
inforfnation centre. 

Second stage of the scheme will involve 
extending the Henry Watson Music Library 
to inchade the fine arts section and a new 


gramophone records library. The last stage, 
costing £17,000, will be the completion of 
premises to house the subject sections. 


Newfoundland Calling 
Eric Moon, a previous editor of Liaison, has enquired 
if librarians in this country would be prepared to 
send him any useful subject lists or bibliographies 
that they have compiled. It is with great pleasure that 
we therefore invite colleagues to forward any such 
material now and in the future to; 

The Director, 

Gosling Memorial Library, Duckworth St., 
St. Johns, Newfoundland. 


Libraries Week was advanced a small stage 
with a report to the Executive Committee 
by Mr. H. K. G. Bearman and Mr. N. Tom- 
linson. It was agreed that cost must be a 
prime consideration and in view of the diffi- 
culty in estimating what this was likely to 
be—current guesses put it at somewhere 
between five and ten thousand pounds— 
professional advice from the advertising 
world should be sought. 

Further thought would also have to be 
directed to providing a theme which would 
help give the occasion an identity and pur- 
pose. There was also the question of who 
amongst the non-public libraries would <: 
desire to be represented? This matter is 
being offered to the Sections concerned to 
obtain their views and to find out what 
measure of support the non-public libraries 
would give to a National Libraries Week. 
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‘IOTA’ COLLAPSES 


September saw the end (“suspension” it is being 'euphemistically termed) of another 
publishing venture, but oné in which librarians must have more than a passing interest. 
With its Sates issue, lota—the Index of Technical Articles—announced its closure “for the 
time being”, and in doing so it goes the way of its predecessor. For it will be recalied that 
five years catlier. in 1952, Cleaver-Hume launched its Technical Article Index, modelled 
on the Norwegian Artikkel Indeks. Its reception among the profession was good, albeit 
little was said about it in print. The standard of editing, = Sein and presentation 
was reasonably high and its availability in three main subject sections was both useful and 
economical for the user. This did not save it, however, and at the end of its first year the 
Cleaver-Hume Index disappeared for good, so that now it is a little difficult to catch anyone 
at the publishers who still remembers the thing. 





Iota succeeded the Technical Article Index without | 
the experience or resources of an established pub- HUGH THE DROVER 
lishing house like Cleaver-Hume (which many | Shortly before his death Dr. Vaughan Williams made 
thought increased the hazard) but with plenty of | some changes in his opera “Hugh the Drover”. 
aggressive salesmanship. At one time Iota had 15 | These will be incorporated in the next printed 
representatives doing the rounds. But the response | edition of the vocal score. Meantime, however, all 
was never better than mixed, and in terms of actual | printed scores are to that extent out of date. 
subscriptions the Index failed to reach its financial Curwen, publishers of the score, are preparing a 
break-even point. lota’s publishers had assumed—not | leaflet for insertion in the current edition and 
perhaps, unreasonably—that industry could and | libraries possessing copies of the vocal score are in- 
would use such a service. But they found that the | vited to write for a copy of the leaflet, to— 
specialist firms who had libraries often considered J. Curwen & Sons Lt. 
they were self-sufficient and were therefore un- | 24 Berners Street, LONDON, W.1. 
interested in Iota. The large industrial groups, rather | z 
than sportingly taking a couple of dozen copies | International Conferences 
without a second thought, were usually content | A proposal is being made to the Royal Society and 
with one copy. Again, there were many firms who, | to Unesco concerning the vexed problem of pro- 
according to the publishers, were neither of these | ceedings of international conferences and congresses. 
things, but had to be persuaded or convinced of | The proposal is that Unesco should urge its member 
the very need for information—which would appear | nations to arrange for the early and regular agen | of 
to be rather a commentary on industry’s attitude | the proceedings of international conferences, as they 
than on Iota itself. are published. The Unesco Bulletin for ie Libraries, or 
some other appropriate international bibliographical 
journal, is suggested as the best place for such in- 


| formation. 


Criticisms there were of lota—its first issue, for 
example, had some irritating mistakes—and, natural- 
ly, librarians were not backward in making them. 


Prominent among these criticisms were the inade- | . . 
quacy of the subject arrangement and indexing, and | p ssivr ei rs Reference Pesan k 
the failure to publish in sections as Cleaver-Hume | ti 7 rey A . Walked sit pu. wes ry a 
had done. To the first the publishers claim that this eink y Pi fe: s pn ? aye 7 At Pestova 
was well recognized and lately these features had da haak ae cca ; neces fi Pe he 
been improved, a process they were eager to con- ye sc oi ane mitsia a i Sas aia yn 
tinue; while to publish Jota in sections would simply — i 

print order of 2,000 copies is —_ placed and 


have increased their losses. 
Admittedly imperfect, lota earned praise as well eed sme te eventual publication will be £4 (£3 


as blame from librarians, and Liaison knows of at 
least one who bitterly regrets its departure. But Union List of Periodicals 

praise and regrets must be cold comfort to the A loan of £1,300 has been approved by the Finance 
publishers who have had to make their decision in | Committee for the London and Home Counties 
the face of facts like 300 subscriptions dropped at | Branch in their —s a revision of the 
the end of the first year. London Union List of Peri , published in 1951. 
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